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F e’er in thy fight I found favour, Apollo,

Defend me from all the difafters which follow :
From the knaves and the fools, and the fops of the time,
From the drudges in profe, and the triflers in rhyme :
From the pacth-work and toils of the royal fack-bibber,
Thofe dead birth-day odes, and the farces of C1BBER :
From fervile attendance on men in high places,

Their worfhips, and honours, and lordfhips, and graces:
From long dedications to patrons unworthy,
Who hear and receive, butwill do nothing for thee :
From being carefs’d to be left in the lurch,
The tool of a party, in ftate or in church :
From dull thinking blockheads, as fober as T'urks,
And petulant bards who repeat their own works :
From all the gay things of a drawing-room fhow,
The fight of a Belle, and the {mell of a Beau :
From bufy back-biters, and tatlers, and carpers,
And fcurvy acquaintance of fidlers and fharpers :
From old politicians, and coffee-houfe lectures,

The dreams of a chymift, and {chemes of projeétors :
- From the fears of a jail, and the hopes of a penfion,
‘The tricks of a gamefter, and oaths of an enfign ;
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From fhallow free-thinkers in taverns difputing,
Nor ever confuted, nor ever confuting :

From the conftant good fare of another man’s board,
My lady’s broad hints, and the jefts of my lord :
From hearing old chymilts preletting e o/es,

And reading of Dutch commentators in folio :

From waiting, like Gay, whole years at White-hall ;
From the pride of gay wits, and the envy of fmall:
From very fine ladies with very fine incomes,
Which they fincly lay out on fine toys and fine trincums 3
From the pranks of ridottoes and court-mafquerades,
The fnares of young jilts, and the fpite of old maids ;
From afaucy dull ftage, and {fubmitting to fhare

n an empty third night with a beggarly play’r :

From Cury and fuch Printers .as would ha’ me curs’d
To write fecond parts, let who will write the firft :
From all pious patriots, who would to their beft,
Put on 2 new tax, and takeoff an old teft:
From the faith of informers, the fangs of the law,
And the great rogues, who keep all the lefler in awe :
From a poor country cure, that living interment,
With a wife and no profpeé of any preferment :
From fcribbling for hire, when my credit s {funk,
To buy a new coat, and to line an old trunk:
From *fquires, who divert us with jokes at their tables,
Of hounds in their kennels, and nags in their {tables ¢
From the nobles and commons, who bound in ftriét league are
hicribe for no book, yet fubfcribe to Heidegger :
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From the cant of fanaticks, the jargon of {chools,
The cenfures of wifemen, and praifes of fools:

From criticks who never read Latin or Greek,

And pedants, who boaft they read both all the week :
From borrowing wit, to repay it like BupGEL,
Orlending, like PorEe, to be paid by a cudgel :

If ever thou didft, or wilt ever befriend me,

From thefe, and fuch evils, ArorLLo, defend me,
And let me be rather but honeft with no-wit,

'['han a noify nonfenfical half-witted poet.
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H E N the heart akes with anguifh, pines with grief,
And heav’n and you alike deny relief’;
When ev’n the flatt’rer Hope is no where found,
’T'is hard to feel the fmart, and not lament the wound.
Permit me then to {igh one laft adieu,
Nor {corn a forrow friendfhip owes to you:
A friendfhip modefty might well return ;
A forrow, cruelty itfelf might mourn.
Think how the mifer, pierc’d with inward pain,
Looks down with horror on the troubled main,
Or wildly roams along the rocky coaft,
T? explore his tréafures in the tempeft lolt ;
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