THE VIRGIN'S MIDNIGHT HYMN ¥,

SUPPOSED TO BE SUNG BY A CHORUS OF NUNS AT BRUSSELS,

IN THE YEAR 1486, WHEN THE AUTHOR WAS THERE,

INSCRIBED TO THE HON. MISS MOLESWORTHS,
'  DAUGHTERS OF LORD MOLESWORTH,
AND TO MISS HORNES,

DAUGHTERS OF THE BISHOP OF NORWICH.

TO thee, thou great Almighty pow'r,
At this moft dread, moft folemn liour,
We virgins join in choral lays ;

Do thou infpire our notes of praife 3

* Mr. B. mentioning the bell conftantly ringing as foon as the clock had’
ftruck twelve, as it does in many convents in France, to call the poor nuns to-

prayers in their chapel, Mifs H , one of the young ladies, barely then:

fifteen years old, exclaimed, ¢ Mercy on me, Mr. Berkeley! what do they:
{ay when they get into the chapel?” To which he replied, ““My. dear:
M , I don’t know; for they never let me in to hear them.at that~hour,-
I know what they fbould {ay : Pray.to God, for Chrift’s {ake,” &¢. The nextt
morning, at breakfaft, Mifs I1. found the Virgin’s Hymn on the breakfaft--

table at the deanery. It was {ct to mufic, but.the mufic cannot be found:.
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20 THE, VIRGIN'S MIDNIGHT HYMN,

And as to thee our ftrains afcend,

May Heaven’s bright choir attention léad! ™ 7
In pity bid our paflions ceafe, R
And blefs us with thy holy peace; i
All worldly pomps may we defpife,
And fit, O fit us for the fkies.

For Jefu’s fake our crimes forgiﬁe,
And O! when here we ceale to live,
May Angels pure our fpirits bear,
Eternal joys with thee to fhare ; aadd JJ
Then may we join. the choir above,

And ever {ing thy boundlefs love.




