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SPOKEN BY MR. GARRICK, APRIL V. MDCCL. BEFORE
THE MASQUE OF .COMUS, ACTED Afr\naun'r-emm,
FOR THE BE‘NEFIT'OF-#MILTON’Sanann-naudnfrxi
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E patriot crowds, who burn for England’s fnme,
Ye nymphs, whofe bofoms beat at Milton’s name,

Whofe generous zeal, unbought by ﬂattermgfhymes;
Shames the mean penfions of AugnﬁmMes, et -
Immortal patrons of fucceeding days,
Attend this prelude of perpetual qpriﬂé““ “
Let'Wit, condemn’d the feeble war e
With clofﬂ'ﬂﬁléveltﬂté or ﬁjﬂmw? N -
Let Study, worn with Virtue’s frmtlcfﬁ Iorc- e e
Behold th1s theatre, and grieve no IROAEC ST o
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And rifing ag@s haften
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With ardent hafte, each candidate of Fame
Ambitious catches at his towering name:

He fees, and pitying fees, vain Wealth beftow
Thofe pageant honours which he {corn’d below.
While crowds aloft the laureat buft behold,

Or trace his form on circulating gold,
Unknown, unheeded, long his offspring lay,
And Want hung threatening o’er her flow decay.
What tho’ fhe fhine with no Miltonian fire,

No favouring mufe her morning dreams infpire ?
Yet fofter claims the melting heart engage;

Her youth laborious, and her blamelefs age:
Her’s the mild merits of domeftic life;

The patient fufferer, and the faithful wife.

Thus grac’d with humble Virtue’s native charms,
Her grandfire leaves her in Britainia’s arms,
Secuire with peace, with competence, to dwell,
While tutelary nations guard her cell.

Yo'urs s the charge, ye fair, ye wife, ye brave!
*Tis yours to crown defert——beyond the grave !

THE



