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opE HYMN OF CLEANTHES®,

(68°)

py GILBERT WEST, ESQ

Under vari__dus facred names ador’d ! | k
Divinity fupreme! all-potent Lord ! ’

Author of nature! whofe unbounded fway

And legiflative power all things obey!

Majeftic Jove! all hail! To thee belong

The fuppliant prayer, and tributary fong: : :

To thee from all thy mortal offspring due; \

From thee we came, from thee our being drew; i

Whatever lives and moves, great Sire! is thine,

Embodied portions of the foul divine,

Therefqre to thee will I attune my firing,

And of thy wondrous power for ever fing.

The wheeling 6xbs, the wanderin'g fires above,

That round this earthly fphere inceffant move, o

Through all this boundlefs world admit thy fway, :

And roll fpontaneous where thou point’ft the way.

.'k_ Cleanthes, the author of this hy.'mn, was a ftoic PhilonPh“" |
difeiple of Zeng. He wrote many pieces none of which ar¢ N
' _-7_-‘1”“ i U, but this and a few f‘rag_ménts’, which are printed Rl
s“’PhCHS, 0@ colle@tion of philofophical poems, . : | %
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guch is theawe impreft on nature round
When thm}.lgh the void‘thy dreadful thynders found
Thofe flaming agents of thy matchlefs power,
_Aﬁoni{h’d worlds, hear, tremble, and adore,
Thus paramount to all, by all obey’d,
Ruling that reafon which thro’ all convey’d
[nforms this general mafs, thoy reign’t ador'd,
Supreme, unbounded, univerfal kord,
Fdr nor in earth, mor earth-encircling flcods,
Nor yon etherial pole, the featof gods,
Is ought perform’d without thy aid divine;
Strength, wﬁamn,vhhm,nﬁguy]m%,amthMe!
Vice is the a& of man, by paffion toft,
And in the fhorelefs fea of folly loft,
But thou, what vice diforders, canfl compofe;
And profit by the malice of thy foes:
So blending good with evil, fair with foul,
As thence to model one harmonious whole:
One univerfal law of truth and right;
But wretched mortals fhun the heavenly light;
And, tho’ to blifs direGing fill their choice,
Hear not, or heed ot reafon’s facred voice,
That common guide ordain’d to point the road
That leads obedient man to {olid good.
Thence quitting virtue’s lovely paths they rove,
As various objeéts various paffions move.
Some thro’ oppofing crowds and threatning war

_ 3 hal car
Scek power’s bright thron;, 3:a.nd fame’s triumpha oy
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8 bent on wealth, purfue with endlefs pajy
Some, bEN : ‘ :
rdid, and difhoneft gain:

Opprefiive, 10 ;
X to foft indolence refign’d,

While others, : 2
Drown in corporeal {weets th’lmmmt;l_l mind,

But, O great father, thunder-ruling God !

Who in thick darknefs mak’ft thy dread abode!
Thou, from whofe beunty all good gifts defcend,
Do thou from ignorance mankind defend?

The clouds of vice and folly, O controul;

And fhed the beams of wifdom on the foul!

Thofe radiant beams, by whofe nll-piercing flame
Thy juftice rules this univerfal frame.

That honour’d with a portion of thy light

We may eflay thy goodnefs to requite

With honorary fongs and grateful lays,

And hymn thy glovious works with ceafelefs praife,
The proper tafk of man : and fure to fing

Of nature’s laws, and natare’s mighty king

I blifs fupremc. Let gods with mortals join !
Phe fubjedt may tranfport-a breaft divine.
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