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AT THEIR RETURN FROM VIEWING THE MINES NEAR

WHITEHAVEN,
FX DR, DA LT W

ELCOME to light, advent’rous pair!
Thrice welcome to the balmy air
From fulph’rous damps in caverns deep %,
Where fubterranean thunders fleep,

* Mifs Lowthers, daughters of the late Lord Lonfdale.

€ From fulph’rous damps, &c.] The coal mines near Whitehaven
are greatly infefted with fulminating damps; large quantities of them
being frequently collected in thofe deferted works, which arc not ven=
tilated with perpetual currents of frefh air: and, in fuch works, they
often remain for a long time, without doing any mifchief. But when,
by fome accident, they ave fet on fire, they then produce dreadful c'x-
plofions, very deftructive to the miners and burfting out of the pits
with great impetuofity, like the fiery eruptions from bm'nin.g moun‘mms,
force along with them ponderous bodies to a great height in the air.
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While tapers firive to mimic day?
Tho’ he with hundred gates and chains
The Dzmons of the mine reftrains &,
To whom their parent, jealous earth,
To guard her b idden ftores gave birth,
At which, while kindred fur
With hideous joy pale Orcus rung ;

The’ boiling with vain rage they fit

Fix’d to the bottom of the pit,

While at his beck the fpi’rits of air

With breath of heaven their taints repair;
Or if they feek fuperior fkies,

Thro’ ways affign’d by him they rife,
Troop after troop at day expire

In torments of perpetual fire

& The demens of the mine reffrains, &c.] In order to prevent, a8
the collieries from being filled with thofe pernicious
¢ thofe erevifes
to confing

much as poflible,
damps, it has been found neceffary carefully to fearch fo
in the coal, from whence they iffue out ; and at thofe places,
them within a narrow fpace; and from thofe narrow fpaces in which
they are confined, to conduct them through long pipes into the open
air; where being fet on fire, they confume in perpetual fames, as
they continually arife out of the carth.
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111](']”'[!{’" charms
hoft difarms,
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e with fury-«
le snfernal hol
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etherial guides,

Tho' b
The who

And fummons y
A {qu::cfmn of
You ftill, wher ; :
The dreadfal enterprize and you,
The public care and wr')mlcr oo
Of all above and all below.

For at your prefence toil 1s o’er,
The reftlefs miner works no more.
Nor ftrikes the flinti, nor whirls the fteel
Of that ftrange fpark-emitting wheel,

) we together view

h j!,‘::fl,ff_-e,-;:;ﬁ';;;r, a"-:(‘,? Thofe who have the diretion of thefe (]r-r-P
and extenlive works, are obliged to ufe great care and art in keeping
them continually ventilated with perpetual currents of frefth air j which
T el ) . . ; o
afford the miners a conftant {upply of that vital fluid, and expel out
of the mines da % g ' 2 : o

'T 1 ‘lT‘nnCE. damps and other noxious exhalat ions, l”j"l_'lh(‘l' with fuch
otier burnt and foul air ac ic hee ; ks g
s and foul air, as is become poifonous and unfit for refpira-
tion.

1 Nor frikes the fint - -

g oy J ‘.i’ﬂmf) x\,_f’f.f It I'!f[v_-!“:’_i heen ob{t "Yf'(.l }’V Mr. S[‘C‘d‘
g, who fuperintends thefe collieriee :

§ thefe colli T '
gives tl lieries, and to whom the author here
s e name of Profpern that the £ . .

Kindled b Sidiaia Pero, that the fulminating damp could only be
g +IME, and that it wag - a

'ron, nor by the fpark 't was not liable to be fet on fire by red-hot
2 4 Parks produce T ' .

nvented a machige. ; E; duced by the collifion of fAint and fteel, he

. 1% 1 which, while 2 (1o : it
 very rapid motion, and f:" while a fteel wheel is turned round with

= y ADA Hints are qmnl?
fiery fparks are Wit 1 its are applied thereto, great plenty of

8d, that aff: : . § -
‘]}lltm o carry on their 5\ k ; tord the miners fuch a light as enablés
dle WorK in clofe »l. -
€ or lamp, would ocesfion 4 0lc places, where the flame of a ¢l
venti g “Lalon dréadful - g n-
w_”}t:”“ of this Cadtul explofions, Without fome 1

ith t} : g of thel: : e
cable iefe lnﬂammablc damP & 9t thefe mines, {o gl'Cthly annoy ‘L
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» Would long ago haye been impract
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Which, form’d by Profpero’s magic care,
Playg harmlefs in the fulphl.lmus air,
Without a flame diffufes light,
And makes the grifly cavern bright.
11is tafk fecure the miner plies,
Nor hears Tartarian tempefts rife;
But quits it now, and haftes away
To this great Stygian holiday.
Agape the footy collier ftands,
His axe fufpended in his hands,
His Zthiopian teeth the while
¢t Grin horribly a ghaftly {mile,””
To fee two goddefles fo fair
Defcend to him from fields of air.
Not greater wonder feiz’d th’ abode
Of gloomy Dis, infernal god,
With pity when th’ Orphean lyre
Did every iron heart infpire,
Sooth’d tortur’d ghofts with heavenly ftrains,
And refpited eternal pains.

But on you move * thro’ ways lefs fteep
To loftier chambers of the deep,

. Whofe

X B -
e .lf;rhen you move, &c.] The reader may fuppofe that he hath
“adre tﬂegc mines by the opening at the bottom of a hill, and hath al-
witlf[}:—?c ; t}lu.-o]ugh a long adit, hewn in the rock, and arched over
’ w : . . +
P uch is the principal road into them for men, and for

% and which, by a fteep defcent, leads down to the loweft vein of
bl
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ars feem to groan

: i
Whofe jetty P’ f of ftone,

Beneath 2 pondcrous roo
Then with iﬂé‘re:iﬁng wonder gaze
e

‘ ricable maze
The dark inextricable maze,

Where cavern crofling cavern meets,

(City of fubterraneous ftreets !)

Where in a triple 1 fory end

Mines that o’er mines by flights afcend.
But who in order can relate

What terror flill your fteps await ?

v

1

How iﬁhing from the ful phurous coal
Thick Acherontic rivers ™ roll ?
How in clofe center of thefe mines,

Where orient morning never fhines,

eoal. Being arrived at the coal, he may {uppofe him{elf {4l to defcend,
by ways lefs fteep, till, after :_-:.m'.‘?-;_*-.; of a mile and a half, he arrives
:zt the profoundeft parts of the mine. The greatef(t part of this defcent
15 through fpacious galleries, which contin ually interfect other galleries;

4
ay except large p:llars, which, in deep parts :
ards hieh - 4
i 4rds high, and ahout twelve yards fquare at .
bafey fuch great flre

neth beino L o D ‘Pl se s
a3t gth YR there required to fupport the ponderous

£ of frff,-fc' ﬂr‘.r"’!, &e

2 confideral]e diftan
“al

p :
all the ceal btm-.:; cit aw
the mine, are t,‘r;rc:y

1 There are here three firata of coal, which lie
thefe parale] ftrata h; ¢ one above another, The mines wrought i
ki ‘h‘ Ld. V€ a communication by pits, and are compared by
By € differeng ftories of 4 building :
& TErOntic :
is colletieg e m’:i:}rwm, &) “Phe water that flows from the coal
-~ Hream whic his
b ~l"zl(h r E 3 - T
115 towards the fire-engines

Water is yelloy
and typ;
Ve, that it gy; *rbid, from 4 mixtur fo very cor”
Quickly gop fiimes ¢ of ocher, and fo very
X ron,
Nor
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Nor the wing’d zephyrs e’er refore,
Infernal darknefs holds her court?
How, breathlefs, with faint pace, and flow 7,
Thro’ her grim fultry realm ydu go,
Till purer rifing gales difpenfe
Their cordials to the fickening fenfe?

Your progrefs next the Wonaering mufe
Thro’ narrow galleries purfues;
Where earth °, the miner’s way to clofe,
Did once the mafly rock oppofe:

In

n How, breathlefs, with faint pace; and flow, &c.] Thofe who de~
feend into thefe mines, find them moft clofe and fultry in the middle
parts, that are moft remote from the pits and adits, and perceive them
to grow cooler the nearer they approach to thofe pits which are funk to
the deepeft. parts of the mines; down which pits, large ftreams of frefh
air are made to defcend, and up which, the water is drawn out, by
means of fire-engines.

o 7here earth, &c.] The vein of coal is not always regularly con-
tinued in the fame inclined plane, but, inftead thereof, the miners fre<
quently meet with hard rock, which interrupts their further progrefs.
At fuch places there feem to have been breaks in the earth, from the
furface downwards; one part of the earth feemingto have funk down,
while the part adjoining has remained in its ancient fituation. In fome
of thefe places, the earth may have funk ten or twenty fathoms, or
more; in other places, lefs than one fathom. Thefe breaks, the
miners call Dykes; and when they come at one of them, their firft eare
is to difcover whether the ftrata in the part adjoining be higher or lower
than in the part where they have been working: or, (toufe their ewn

terms) whether the coal be calt down, or calt up. Ific be calt do‘lm‘
. they







