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A raven while with glofly breaft,
Her new-laid eggs fhe fondly prefs'd,
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And on her wicker-work High mounted
Her chickens prematurely counted;

(A fault philofophers might blame

If quite exempted from the fame) J
Enjoy’d at eafe the genial day, |
"T'was April as the bumkins fay,

The legiflatyre call’d it May.

But fuddenly a wind as high

As ever fwept a winter {ky,

Shook the young leaves about her ears;

And fill'd her with a thoufand fears, 4
Left the rude blaft fhould faap the bough,
And fpread her golden hopes below.

But juft at eve the blowing weather,

And all her fears were hufh’d together :
And now, quoth poor unthinking Raph,
*Tis over, .and the brood is fafe;
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(For ravens though as birds of omen,

They teach both conj’rers and old women =
To tell us what is to befall, _ |
Can’t prophecy, themfelves, atall.)
T}__m morning cam:,. when neighbour Hodge,
Who long had mark’d her airy lodge,]
And deftin’d all the treafure there
A gift to his expeéting fair,
Clim’b like a fquirrel to his dray,
~ And bore the worthlefs prize away.
| M. 2 aRaleoAs i
Tis providence alone fecures
In every change, both mine and your’s,
Safety confifts not in efcape
From dangers of a frightful fhape;
An earthquake may. be bid to fpate
The man that’s firangled. by a hair,
Fate fteals along with filent tread,
Found oft’neft inq_wl?qt lealt we dread,
3 :"Fruwps in the ftorm with angry brow,

But in the funfhine ftrikes the blow.



