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Now the fried rasher meets them on the way,
And savoury pancakes welcome steams convey.

S

Their pace they mend, till at the pump they stand,
Deluge the face, and purify the hand,
And then to dinner. There the women wait,

A e — P

And the tired father fills his chair of state ;
Smoking potatoes meet their thankful eyes,
And Hunger wafts the grateful sacrifice ;
To her libations of sweet milk are pour’d,
And Peace and Plenty watch around the board.
Now, till the sun has somewhat sunk in height,
Yet long before he dips his wheels in night,
The nut-brown labourers their senses steep
In the soft dews of renovating sleep ;
The worthy sire to the soft bed repairs,
The sons beneath the shade forget their cares.
The clock strikes two, it beats upon the ear,
And soon the parent’s anxious voice they hear ;
Come, come, my lads, you must not sleep all day ! »
They rub their eyes, start up, then stalk away.
But let me not at twelve forget to eye
The learned school-dame’s jumping, shrill-ton’d fry.
Some near at home to dinner dancing run,
Eager for play when the repast is done ;
Others more distant, bring their satchel’d far
Safely infolded by a mother’s care.
On a wood trencher stands the tower-like pie,
While bread and cheese form battlements on high ;
A crust for *tween-meals in a corner stows,
And guarded butter oaten-cakes enclose :
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34 MISS BLAMIRE'S

More pale, more cold. than Medici can seem, :
Or all the forms that from the quarry teem. :
T bow’d, but spoke not, injur’d as [ thought, ]
And wishing much to show the sense I ought ; ‘
[ durst not trust th’ impatient tongue to move, ;
For. ah! I felt it would but talk of love. g
[ silent stand.” ¢ What art thou, vision, say, g

Whv dost thou cross a wretched wanderer’s way ?

e el

1T

Sure ’tis the whimsy of a feverish mind

That fancies forms none but itself can find !” !
« T bow’d again.” ¢ Oh! speak if thou art he d
That once was dear—so very dear to me ?” I
« Yes, Ethelind, most sure—too sure I'm he y
That once was dear, so very dear to thee; S
Why has thy heart its fondness all forborne ¥V
To swell my sails, and ask my quick return ?° A
“ A married man !—she sharply made reply,” W
With much resentment sparkling in her eye,— A
“ A married man has every right to hear )
What thoughts pursue us through the changing year! W
Yes, I will tell you: happy was the day W
In which you gave your heart and hand away. A
I gave not mine, yet free from every vow B
That would have tied me to a wretch like you. Fc
I feel as blissful in my single state, If
As you, no doubt, feel in your w salthy mate !” W
She rose to go: “ My Ethelind, forbear ! I
Some cruel monster has abus’d your ear ; Ar
Your faithful lover see before you stand, Io

Your faithful lover dares to claim your hand ; To
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) ves, dear friend !

¢ ' With thee conversing 1 foreet all time 7

“Hl!l\“~[it‘

How

- Now honour pleaded that my fame should bleed.

MISS BLAMIRE 'S

! | vet can read the line,

'y - o,
peace has every charm for me,

doubly charming when enjoy d with thee!

And life is rul’d by her detested ereed ;

This idol. honour, at whose shrine appears

” » ® . . '-!' .
The heart-broke friend, dissolv’d in endless tears.

He, fiery youth, impatient of control,

And the grev veteran sorry from his soul,

V-
- -
C

)

1Injurin

) |

ja—
-

| B 1]

0]

D

R |
L

A
A 1N«

=
it

The man who fights must be an honest man,

ey

Should damp his soul, and keep his sword in awe;
Sole proof of excellence such warriors give

-~

» and the injur’d both repair,
»oth expect her laurel wreath to wear ;

matters not where right or wrong began,

Though every baseness that the heart can know

Wretches who die, because they dare not live !

The ,:_rmlty breast i1s ever up In arms,

And the least look the conscious soul alarms!
‘-.;:a,'ll}:{ }‘Y"il_l}‘ tllli(‘]{ eve th{_" -"‘I‘.llfﬁillu‘ (,;,‘1.{1 tIL‘[t‘t‘T.

| S 213 4k . i : .
Or should the gamester think you but suspect,

TR
F11s Injur d honour ¢

k= . :
.\“fl iill t]i{.' ‘L‘.‘Ul'l{l H(lll]it.\' t]!(\ (‘llllll(‘llf_{'(‘ 1-“:-11t !

res you to the fight,

AT a 4 o
Not to accept it blasts a virtuous fame,

And links your memory with eternal shame ;
It matters not though pure your life appears

On the long record of revolving years ;

I'hough heaven you fear, and heaven’s forbidding law,
That stamps him eriminal who dares to draw,

(=
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