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On that fond heart the purest bliss bestow,

Or give, for thou canst give, a charm to woe;
Ah, never may that heart in vain deplore

The pang that tortures when belov’d no more,
And from that agony the spirit save,

When unrelenting yawns th’ untimely grave ;
When death dissolves the ties for ever dear,
When frantic passion pours her parting tear ;
With all the wasting pains she only feels,
Hangs on the quiv’ring lip that silence seals;
Views fondness struggling in the closing eye,
And marks it mingling in the falt'ring sigh ;

As the lov'd form, while folded to her breast,

Breathes the last moan that gives its struggles rest;

Leaves her to pine in grief that none can share,

And find the world a desert to despair.
Bright was the lustre of the orient ray

That joyful wak’d ArLzira’s nuptial day ;

Her auburn hair spread loosely on the wind,

The virgin train with rosy chaplets bind ;
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A brighter radiance gilds the passing hour,
While Freedom breaks the rod of lawless power ;
On Andes’ icy steep exulting glows,

And prints with rapid step th’ eternal SNOWS ;
While, roll’d in dust her graceful feet beneath,
Fades the dark laurel of Iseria’s wreath !—
Perv! the timid muse who mourn’d thy woes,
Whom pity robb’d so long of dear repose,

The muse whose pensive soul with anguish wrung,
Her early lyre for thee has trembling strung ;
Shed the vain tear, and breath’d the powerless sigh,
Which in oblivion with her song must die;

Pants with the wish thy deeds may rise to fame;
Bright on some high-ton’d harp’s immortal frame,

While on the string of ecstacy it pours

Thy future triumphs o’er unnumber’d shores.



