THE BIRTH or GENIUS.

ANALYSIS OF THE BIRTH OF GENIUS.

‘Genius, the offspring of Judgement and Wi, is attended at his birth by the
Power who instills virtuous dispositions, and by the liberal endowments of
Nature : also by the Sciences, who enrich him with their gifts. As he ad-
vances in life, he is instructed in the proper use of them. A preceptor bes
coming necessary, Pleasure and Assiduity offer themselves, The mother prefers
the first, the father the second. The mother, though defeated in her intention,

. eontrives to place her son under the influence of Pleasure; in consequence of
which, he is lost for a time to every good purpose; but on the repentance of
the parents, the justice of the Divine Being restores their son, who, placed
under the care of Assiduity, arrives at the excellence of his nature,

GENIUS and learning tho’ we gain,
Genius and learning bless in vain ;
How shared with error and with woe,
The progress of my tale would shew,
Till application call’d them forth,
And virtue gives its labours worth.
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A pair of heavenly nr_igin,“
O’er empire once were born to shine ;
The king received from Jove’s high hand,
His skill profound, his just command ;
And from a ray of ether’s flame,
The queen deriv’d her dazzling frame.
One child they had alone to bless,
With hopes of an extended race.
To hail the stranger’s dawning hours,
Assembled all the gified powers:
As rank prescrib’d they now resort,
And first, Carmenta paid her court.

I come, she said, oh! most rever'd,

Accept the offering I've prepar’d ;
The brilliant presents others give
From mine shall higher worth receive.
Behold ! this phial’s limpid juice,

In eﬁery sceng of sovereign use.

From the pure lily’s virgin breast,
1 charm’d the chrystal dew,

The beam which first Aurora drest,
As faithfully 1 drew.

‘With these a zephyr’s breath infus’d,
Then pierc’d the briny wave ;

And thence this beauteous pearl produc’d,
From Ocean’s richest cave.
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While thus to form and more refifié;
I heavenly fire impell’d,

Within my essence 1 confine,
Hermetically seal’d.

'This essence still from chance secure,
No time or use shall waste ;

And prayers shall best extract it pure,
And leave its fountain chaste.

.As other graces 1ssue forth,
To raise the prince’s name,

My gift conveys them richer worth,
And yields them pure to fame.

The next the prince’s birth had drawn,

To hail with gifts his early dawn ;
Advanced with step of easy grace,
And half unveil’d her lovely face ;
While beauteous flowers adorn’d her head,
A sun was on her breast display’d.

A cabinet and key she bore,

And thus set forth her offer’d store :
While freely all the gifted train,

Adorn your offspring, bless your reign,
My works which have for ages been,
And yet, zlas! but dimly seen,
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And careless view’d by common sight,
My works, this key display to light :
And if applied with skilful hand,

By these five doors my stores command.
This door unfolded, charms the sight.
From this the powers of sound delight.
Here Flora has her perfumes drest.

And here Pomona meets the taste.

But ah! the fifth essay with care,
Angels, or fiends inhabit there.

From this my works their worth receive :
Here it expires, or here shall live.

Here lives offence ! here high reward !
Carmenta’s phial 1s your guard !

The next an endless scroll had brought.
The next a vase with wonder wrought,
Form’d to receive and to produce,
Amazing stores to instant use.

These gifts insured the royal pair.
A joy disdaining fear to share ;
They scarcely call’d in Hope to see,
The honours of their progeny.
E’en now around his infant frame,
The beams of future glory flame ;
Yet of the fates they wish’d to know,
The happy future sanction’d now.
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Sanguine, they strike their magic rod;
To draw them from their dark abode 3
Where far removed from mortal ken,
Decrees of gods they write for men :
Their brazen pens, their juices lave,
From Cocytus’s inky wave ;

And straight th’ irrevocable word,

On adamantine leaves record.

With wond’rous skill the distaff’s woundy
And soon the wheel of hife goes round ;
The sheers suspend, the thread is spun,
Tis eut—and mortal life 1s done.

The royal pair these prayers repeat,

To draw them from their awful seat ;
Dread sisters of the rosy hours,
Daughters of Jove! relentless powers!
Who write with an eternal pen,

The firm decree of gods on men;

Sisters three, enrob’d in white,

Appear, and sanction our delight.
Ascend, and from your dark abodes, |
Shew us the bright decrees of Gods :
And lo! dark clouds obscure the night,
With semblance premature of night.
Tempest succeeds the Zephyr’s breeze,
" And troubled waves to glassy seas :
Confusion thunders thro’ the skies,
And stern the destinies arise.
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Hastening th" attendant shades away,
This said, they quit the glare of day’;
Ghastly they smiled, their torch they fir'd,
And with the jar of elements retird.

For shades, shines Phoebus’ radiant beam},

And what the niggard fates scarce deem,
As possible to human skill,

Hope enters ready to fulfil.. [«

A thousand schemes their minds prepare,
Sanguine in each toshun thc snare.

Their orders issue thm the lz.nd
And all the wise bcfure them stand ; 3
The mystic prcscm:s to explain,

That nuught mlghl: be besmw'd in fam : | y :,'

These give Carmcnta s gift it’s force,
And shew rchgmn virtue’s source ;
All other means prove insecure,

To leave it safe and draw it pure.

The Cabinet they next explore,
Of various charms, a wondrous store ;
From the first door to vision rise,

- What natures curious hand supplies ;

Expanding all the wond’ring sense,

To beauty and ‘benevolence ;

And here—the masters skill’d to teach,
Explain what human pew’rs can reach,




131
The fine gradations far they sec
Till lost in vast infinity.
Immense, till distance fhades their light,
Minute, they lessen from the sight;
The second door unfolds to cheer
With pleasing sounds th’ enraptur’d ear ;
Here intercourse, its bliss receives,
And heav’nly conversation lives;
Nor here the master’s skill is less,

The force of language to impress;
Than wake the sounds that touch the heart,
And all their pow’r to charm impart.

The two succeeding doofs display,

What lib’ral nature can convey.

Our pleasures with our warts can sort,
And lure us to our own support ;

And ever faithful to her rights,

From harm repels, to good incites.

The masters shew the prudent care,

That ought these bounteous gifts to share :
And punishment she will exert,

O’er those who waste or who pervert,

The skilful masters next unroll
The windings of the awful scroll,
And teach, tho’ earth her dust wilk claim,

Deeds shall retain their place in fame, -
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And actions, vicious or sublime,
Shall live accurs’d, or blest, thro’ time.

Next, the internal world they view, .
And there their pupils’ wonder drew, .
And more minutely to explore, g
Open the last, th’ impo;:ta,nt dmr i I~
It they approach with sacred awe, K
And first Carmenta’s phla.l draw,

Whose sacred essence can reﬁne.

All mortal gift by aid divine;

Then, straight they touch those springs to wa.kq
From which all deeds their merit take,
Above cold maxims, there they shew,
The generous act exalted glow ;

Here precept takes its force to warm,
And virtues wear a living charm ;

For faint assent, here faith has given,
To ardent hope her absent heaven ;
For forms here warm devotions* rise,

To wrest the blessing from the skies ;
#® Devotion, that can bind th” Almighty’s arm,
And of its thunder his right hand disarm, [l
She passes quick Heav’ns lofty chrystal walls,
And the high gates fly open when she calls; Aneed
Her voice did once the sun's swift chariot stay, *' 1 had
And en the verge of Heav'n held back the day.

BLACKEMORE.
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Here justice melts at mercy’s charms,
And guilt by penitence disarms 3

For tardy alms cold duties guide,

Here nameless charities reside ; -

Here tenderest sympathies are found,
And nature seals her firmest bond 5
By these, impell’d to deeds of fame;
The hero spreads his awful name,

The sacred guardians of the land,

"T1s here that patriot minds expand;
Where human laws are weak tobind,
Here sense of honour leads the mind,
*Tis Liberty, ’tis natufe’s school,

Where virtue’s unconfin'd to rule ;

And here arise those arts ‘'with grace,
Which learning is so proud to dress;
Beyond the critic line‘she draws,

Here warm imagination glows ;

Her rules may harmony impart,

Here rise the sounds that warm the heart.

Sweet poetry ! the charm 1s thine,
That here the sister arts combine ;
And here deserve thy tripple wreathe,
Where music speaks, and paintings breathe;
And let th’ according chaplet be, =
Inscrib’d to heav’nly harmony ;
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For Liberty and Nature’s school,
Teach graces unattain’d by rule.

The prince was quickly skill’d to reach,
Th’ extent of all that art could teach ;
To each he gave a master’s claim,
And for a trophy sign’d his name ;
And soon their easy task was o’er,
For Learning could inform no more,

The parents, with exulting strains,
Declare a friend alone remains ;
And early there their care shall be,
And well observ’d their far decree,
That all who can adorn a court,
From earth’s far peopl’d climes resort, -
That for their son with high reward, |
They choose a friend his youth to guard;
The oracle they thus pursu’d,
And hop’d their evil fate subdu’d,
Among the first resorting there,
Two equally divide their care ;
Tutor’d by fashion and by art,
One won the queen’s consenting heart ;
The other, :veil’d by modesty,
Yet gain'd the king’s approving eye ;
The first, with self-assuring mein,

Gaily approach’d the brilliant queen;
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No diffidence her claims prevent,

No aukward fears produced restraint ;
By art, with lilies vied her neck,

And borrow’d roses stain’d her cheek,
With soften’d voice, and studied smiles,
She thus the easy queen beguiles—

You spoke your wishes, charming queen,
And lo! th’ accomplish’d world are seen.
So with the first my claims are brought,
And more than all, with justice fraught ;= |
The hours of joy bright queen are mine;
And 1 with youth and beauty shine ;
No drudging labour can oppress,
Whenever I am call’d to bless ;
Perhaps your Lord, by means severe,
Will try to shun the fate you fear;
With joy repelling eye will blast,
The time of pleasure youth should taste.
If there thou yield, thy son with grief, -
Will court his fate as wish’d relief;
Steady, a kindred pow’r defend,
In me fair queen protect a friend.

Her polish’d grace the queen approv’d,
And thought a kindred pow’r she lov'd,
One that could fortune’s gifts employ,

To brighten every hour with joy.



136

Vainly the king she would ensnare; Letih v
For him, her words dissolv’d m airs ™ - 7 -
His modest suppliant he view'd; - ‘W
Who silent yet before him'stood; | »ov

An hour-glass in her hand she bore; . ", 11

An amaranth in her hair she wore ;
But doubtful by her dress display’d,
Its folds were form’d of light and shade ;

She stood thus dubious in her worth, . A
Waiting till Judgment call’d her forth 5 i 0P
Nor, till a favouring look she caught, -
Own’d the pretensions she had broughts - .+ . 1]
And then in words of simple frame,, - e | bal
She thus advanc’d her modest claim— 7
| : 0] | i
I have no brilliant parts to boast, bl
Nor was [ train’d with art or.cost; =
I seldom with the gay am seen,. iy vai Aoy
The great dislike my humble mien; | ‘_
But those who have me most carest 5 . . .
Will say I grateful am at;least; .

And own thro’ me it was they shone,

And tell of wonders | have done; ,

By you directed, mighty lord,

Wonders again they fhall records 11

No lazy spelk infests the ground,” 100 0
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