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INSCRIPTION
FOR THE FRONT OF SINGLETON ABBEY *.

TO MISS MALTHUS'S+,

THE BELOVED, THE RESPECTED FRIENDS

OF HIS EARLY YOUTH.

KNOW, Trav'ller, in this {weet, fequiﬁer’d cell,
No weeping maids, no {lighted virgins dwell;
Within thefe walls are found a veftal train,

The lovelieft maids that €’er adorn’d the plain ;

o This name was chofen by Mr. B.

+ Several very beautiful accomplithed young ladies, and fome with

highly cultivated minds. 'The eldeft of them very little turned of twenty-
two years, ufed to declare that they would not wait to be derided by

the gentlemen as old maids, if any GENTLEMAN can give fuch names.

That they*would prepare fome fine old abbey, join their fortunes, and
there refide, excluding all men whatever, before the time arrived that

Englith, not Irith, gentlemen ufually leave off their attentions to the la-
dies. In bare juftice to Irithmen, of fathion, it muft be faid, 2heir politenefs
is as perfect to the matron of fixty as to the nymph of fixteen: they are
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No mattins here dli’curb the mt;:rmng ﬂ?
No lovelorn maids forfake their couch to 3
Along thefe walls no gloomy torches bum,
Nor fad difclofe where refts fome msrld
Before no {culptur'd faints they proﬁrate‘
Nor at their fhrines the midnight vigil keepeg' 3
Here dwell the Graces three, the Slﬁers 1 !, 4.* )
And them alone thefe mmdens deem dﬁ“ﬂfé{ Mr
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too correctly well-bred to talk nonfenfe to a dowager, or a matron. M |
declared that it would be impraéticable to exclude ALL ¢ men ;
muft have a receiver of their rents, &c. and that he HM
office. - A very elegant amiable young gentleman, e

and of which he is now an ornament, being a mm't t pari
the Reverend H. R. Mafter of Arts, affured them ﬁt‘- muf
chaplain. Thefe twe favoured youths were thereﬁwwl e "i I
B: aid, *¢ I€ they would retire; it fliouldinotsbe intsobEN
would write an infcription, and fix it up in large @Iﬂ‘
occafioned much innocent mirth. Moft of the fixteen
It is the fault of the remainder that they are Iﬁﬁ‘ﬂ“ﬁﬁ'
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By fancy led, they fought thefe pleafing {hades,
And are what vulgar mortals call Old Maids ;
Yet many a native charm they ftill pofiefs,
Unborrow’d from the gaudy art of drefs;

Still on each cheek the bloom of youth appears,

And prudence is their on/y proof of years.
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