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The -Fasee' of . J0:«TF H A M- To the

HUROUG}LIIENTEHS.

By RICHARD OWEN CaA MBRIDGE
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[otham’s Jable of the trees is the oldeft that is extant, and as
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ave been w;:.:f’;_{.«‘?};rf that time.
ADDIsonN.
JUDGES, Chap. ix. ver. 8.

L L Plumb, who tho’ | left in his Kentifh retreat,

Still thrives E“ his oilfh op in Leaden ,Jt.f—f""’;r\,r

{ With a Pors zal merchant, a knight by creation,

From a l?orulfﬁﬁ.n in Cornwall receiv’d invitation.

Well-afTur’d of each vote, well equip’t from the alley

In queft of eleftion-adventures they fally.
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Of the ea; thquakes, the Jews, and the r:]“mgc of the ftile,
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Of the Irith, the flocks, and the lott I'y coimmittee,
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I'hey came filent and tir’d into Exeter city,
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““ Some books prithee landlord, to pais a dull hour ;
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¢“ No nonfenfe of parfons, or methodifts four.
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¢ O Lord? {ays mine hotft, you may hunt the town round, |
““ I queftion if any fuch thing can be found :
“ I never was afk’d for a book by a gueéft ;
‘ And I’m {ure I have all the oreat folk in the el
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INone of thefe WAy Knowledee eer call’d for a DOOK ;
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i RL Lice, t‘;]_. tRe woman with nin, r..]'lJ] the coog -
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: I1CTE the tattelt of carp, fhall wWe dreis vou a Drace
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A place, quoth the knight, we muft have to be {ure,
¢« But firft let us fee that our borough’s fecure,
¢« We’'ll talk of the place when we’ve fettled the poll
<¢ They may drefs us for fupper the mullet and foal.
¢<¢ But do you, my good landlord, look over your fhelves,
¢¢ For a book we muft have, we’re fo tired of ourfelves.”
<¢ In troth, Sir, I ne’er had a book 1n my life,
<< But the prayer book and bible I bought for my wife.”
Well! the bible muft do; but who’don’t you take in
<« Some monthly colle&ion ? the new magazine ?”’
'The bible was brought and laid out on the table,
And open’d at Fotham’s moft appofite fable.

Sir Frecport began with this verfe, tho’ no rhime
The trees of the foreft went forth on a time,
(To what purpofe our candidates {carce could expedt,
Forit was not, they found, to tranfplant—but ELECT)
'To the olive and ﬁnr—trce their deputics came,
<« But by both were refus’d, and their anfwer the {ame :
Qﬁtl the olive, fhall I leave my fatnefs and oil
¢ For an unthankful office, a dignified toil ?
¢ Shall I leave, quoth the fig-tree, my {weetnefs and fruit,
To be envy’d, orflav’d in fo vain a purfuit?
<« Thus rebuff’d and furpriz‘d they apply’d to the vine,
¢« He anfwer'd : fhall I leave mj]

"r

v’

~ r
1

¢¢ (Wine the {hvereign cordial of

grapes and my wine,
god and of man)

< To be made or the tool or the head of a.clan?

¢« At laft, asitalways falls out in a fcramble,
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The mob gaye the cry for a bramble! a brambic!!
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<¢ A bramble for ever! O! chance unr.'.*-.'pf:f"tmi !

¢¢ But bramble prevail’d and was tlul}’ elected.”?

«« O! ho! quoth the knight with a look moft profound;
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¢« Now I fee there’s fome good i1 good books to be found,

«¢ T wifh I had read this fame bible hefore :

¢« Oflong milesat the leaft ‘twould have fav’d us fourfcore.
‘““ You, Plumb, with your olives and oil might have ftaid;
‘“ And myfelf might have tarried my wines to unlade.

¢¢ What have merchants to do from their bufinefs to ramble |
““ Your eleCtioneer-crrant thould ftill be a bramble.”
Thus ended at once the wife comment on Fothan,

And our citizens’ jaunt to the borough of Gotham.
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1 iy 2o travjcribe any lines frow that poem, wwbich isin
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the bands of all, and in the memory of malt readers.

¥ N {cenes where HavreT’s genius has combin’d

J. With BRomwicH toamufe and cheer the mind ;

Amid this pomp of coft, this pride of art,
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What mean thefe forrows 1n a female heart 2
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