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And 1f {fome fad example, indolent,
{l To warn and 1'1;;1‘: be wanting ——think of me.
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; 1 — W S Rench pow’r, and weak allies, and war, and want—
|H ,.I f LY No more of that, my friend ; you touch a ftring
: !,i l ‘I'hat hurts my ear. ;"111 politics apart;
| | ,1 Except a gen’rous wifh, a glowing prayer ‘

‘;:-g| ij For Britifh welfare, commerce, glory, peace.
| tH Give party to the winds - 1t 1s a w-:}rd,
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Fools! that in open &ther might have iocar’d,
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f'ree as the air they cut; ﬂl: d pureft iLl.—._.,
Din’d with the Thames, or bath’d in cryftal lakes,
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e brib’d {fycophant more willing pa
ED-.u ‘1111 as much of party be retain’d,

As prmmplc requires, and fenfe direéls :
Elfe our vain bark, without a rudder, floats
The {corn and paftime of each veering gale,
This gentle ey’ning let the {un deicend

Untroubled, while it paints your ambient hills

With faded luftre, and a {weet farewel.
Here is our feat: that caftle oppofite,
Proud of its woody brow, adorns the {cene.
Di&ate, O vers’d in books, and juftof taite,
| Diftate the pleafing theme of our difcourie.
Shall we trace Science from her Eaftern home
Chaldzan ; or ‘the banks of Nile, where Thebes;
Nurfing her daughter arts, majeftie {tood,

And pour’d forth knowledge from an hundred gates ?
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Al There firlt the marble learn’d to mimic l1fe;
ﬂ | The pillar’d temple rofe, and pyramids,
'é | Whofe undecaying grandeur laughs at Time;
i Birth-place of lettérs, where the fun was thewn
.1 |} His radiant way, and heav’ns were taught to roll.
! ‘There t Mufes tun’d their earlieft lyre,
| l Warbline ] b to Serapis’ e >
:U; *Tll t ts, or a milder clime
21 %,‘5 | Inviting, they remov’d with pilgrim harps,
i [ And all their band of harmony to Greece.
g j As when a flock of linnets, if perchance
1[' j: Deliver’d from the falcon’s talon, fly
#: With trembling wing to cover, and renew
1' Their notes ; tell ev’ry bufh of their efcape,
: | | | And thrill their merry thanks to Liberty.
, ]i '_ ‘The tuneful tribe, pleas’d with their new abode,
;i ;‘ Polifh’d the rude inhabitants, whence tales
:: l*li Of hf’ning woods, and rocks that dane’d to {ound.
1'1, Hear the full chorus lifting hymss to Jove!
El“ Linus and Orpheus catch the firain, and all
]:: ‘T'he raptur’d audience utter lond applaufe.
*1 i {fong, believe me, was no trifle then : .
'E' | Weighty the Mufe’s tafk, and wide her fway !
; : : Her’s was religion, the refounding fanes
|‘ Ii Echo’d her language ; polity was her’s,
: And the world bow’d to legiflative verfe. |
| As ftates increas’d, and governments were form’d, 'l
i Her aid lefs nfeful, fhe retir’d to grots t
il
i |
il

i

I"' el




e e ——

» Bl
L 145 ;!
| .i.‘

And :hadv bow’rs, content to teach and pl afe. :I | _
Under her laurel fxcqugu. bards repos ’d ; ‘

Voluble Pindar troll’d his rapid {ong, |

Or Sappho breath’d her fpirited complaint :
Here the ftage butkin, there the 1}-'1'1: choir, . 3
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And Homer’s epic trumpet. Happy Greece,
Blefs’d in her offspring! Seat of eloquence,
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Of arts and reafon ; patriot-virtue’s feat !
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Did the fun thither dart uncommon rays !

Did fome prefiding genius hover o’er (]

That animated foil with brooding wings !

The fad reverfe might ftart a gentle tear | 1]
Go, fearch in Athens for herfelf, enquire 81
Where are her orators, herf{ages now : | 1
Her arfenal overturn’d, her walls in duft, ’::

But far lefs rmn"d than her {oul decay’d. "-'!
The ftone infcrib’d to Socrates, debas’d | .Iri
To prop a recling cot: Minerva’s fhrine "
Poffefs’d by thofe who never heard her name. |

Upon the mount where old Mu{zus fung, |
Sits the grim turban’d captain, and exatts | i |
Harfh tribute ; on the {pot where Plato taught .L
His heav’nly ftrains fublime, a ftupid Turk |
Is preaching ignorance and Mahomet.

:
Turn next to Rome: is that the clime, the place, ‘
Where once, as Fame reports, Auguftus liv’d ? B
What magic has transform’d her, fhrunk her nerves 2 Fl
A wither'd laurel, and a mould’ring arch | .—. 1 ! -
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Cou’d the pure crimfon tide, the nobleft blood

That ever flow’d, to fuch a puddle turn ?

She ends, like her long Appian, in a marfh ;

Or Jordan’s river pouring his clear urn

[nto the black Afphaltus’ flimy lap.

Patrons of wit, and viftors of mankind,

Bards, warriors, worthies (revolution firange)
Are pimps and fidlers, mountebanks and-monks.

[n Tully’s beehive, magazine of {weets,

The lazy drones are buzzing or aﬂeep.
\ But we forgive the living for the dead ;

!

1

i ]i Indebted more to Rome than we can pay.
| Of a long dearth prophetic, fhe lay’d in
15

| A feaft for ages.——O thou banquet nice,
Where the foul riots with fecure excefs !

;_' What felt delight ! what pleafing ufeful hours
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Repeated owe we to herdetter’d fons !
We by their favour Tiber’s walks enjoy,

Their temples trace, and fhare their noble games ;

e e

Enter the crowded theatre at will,

=

| Go to the forum, hear the conful plead,

_ﬁ L | Are prefent in the thund’ring Capitol
| When Tully fpeaks; at fofter hours attend
J Harmonious Virgil to his Mantuan farm, ‘
Or Baian; and with happy Horace talk k,l
[n myrtle groves by Teverone’s cafcade. |
Hail, precious pages ! that amufe and teach, |
| Exalt the genius, and improve the breaft.
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Ye fage hiftorians all your ftores unfold,

Reach your clear fteady mirror in that glafs

The forms of good and ill are well portray’d.
But chiefly thou, divine Philofophy,

Shed thy blefs’d influence ; with thy train appear

Of graces mild, far be the Stoic boalt,

The Cynic’s fnarl, and.churlifh pedantry.

Bright vifitant, if not too high my wifh,

‘Come in the lovely drefs you wore, a gueft

At Plato’s table, or at T'ufculum,

The Roman feafting his feleéted friends.

Tamer of pride! at thy ferene rebuke

See crouching infolence, {pleen, and revenge

Before thy fhining taper difappear.

Tutor of human life, aufpicious guide,

Whofe faithful clue unravels ev’ry Mufe,

Whofe condué {mooths the rougheft paths ; whofe voic®

Controuls each ftorm, and bids the roar be {till :
O condefcend to gild my darkfome roof :
Let me know thee —— the Delphic oracle
Is then obey’d—adnd I fhall know myfelf.
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