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Muft deem each fruitlefs toil, by heav’n defign’d
To teach him where to look for real blifs ;
Elfe why fhould heav’n excite the hope to find

What balk’d purfuit muft here for ever mifs ¢
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3‘}-’ the Same,

(N OME, mufing Silence, nor refufe to fhed
4 Thy fober influence o’er this darkling cell ;
Thy defart wafte and lonely plain,

Could ne’er confine thy peaceful reign ;
Nor doft thou only love to dwell
*Mid the dark manfions of the vaulted dead ;
For {till at eve’s fereneft hour,
All Nature owns thy foothing pow’r :
Oft haft thou deign’d with me to rove,
Beneath the calm fequefter’d grove ;
Oft deign’d my fecret fteps to lead
Along the dewy pathlefs mead ;
Or up the dutky lawn, to fpy
The laft faint gleamings of the twilight fky.
Then wilt thou fill thy penfive vot’ry meet,
Oft as he calls thee to this gloomy feat :
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For here, with many a folemn myftic rite,
Wert thou invok’d to confecrate the ground,
Ere thefe rude walls were rear’d remote from fight,

Or ere with mofs this fhagey roof was crown’d

Hail! blefled parent of each purer thought,
That doth at once the heart exalt and mend !
Here wilt thou never fail to find
My vacant folitude inclin’d
Thy ferious leffons to attend.
For they I ween fhall be with goodnefs fraught,
Whether thou bid me meditate
On man, in untaught nature’s ftate ;
How far this life he ought to prize;
How far its tranfient {cenes defpife :
What heights his reafon may attain,
And where its proud attempts are vain :
What toils his virtue ought to brave,
For Hope’s rewarding joys beyond the grave :
Or if in man redeem’d you bid me trace
Each wond’rous proof of heav’n’s tranfcendent grace ;
Then breathe fome {parks of that celeftial fire,
Which in the raptur’d feraph glows above,
Where fainted myriads crowd the joyful choir,
And harp their praifes round the throne of love,

The

i e o i ——



[ 99 1]

The trifling fons of Levity and Pride

Hence fhall thy aweful ferioufnefs exclude;
Nor fhall loud Riot’s thoughtlefs train
With frantic mirth this grott profane.

No foe to peace fhall here intrude.

For thou wilt kindly bid each found f{ubfide,
Save fuch as foothes the lift’ning {enfe,
And f{erves to aid thy influence :

Save where, foft-breathing o’er the plain,
Mild Zephyr waves the ruftling grain :
Or where {fome ftream, from rocky {ource,
Slow trickles down its ceafelefs courfe :
Or where the fea’s imperfe& roar

Comes gently murm’ring from the diftant thore.

But moft in Philomel, {weet bird of night,

In.plaintive Philomel, is thy delight:

For fhe, or ftudious to prolong her grief,

Or oft to vary her exhauftlefs lay,
With frequent paufe, from thee fhall feek relief,

Nor clofe her ftrain, till dawns the noify day.

Without thy aid, to happier tafteful art,

No deep 1nftruétive {fcience could prevail :
For only where thou doft prefide,
Can wit’s inventive pow’rs be tried :
And reafon’s better talk would fail,

Did not thy haunts the ferious theme impart.
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['he critic, that with plodding head
L
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To1ls o’er the learnine of the dead -
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['he cloifter’d hermit that explores,
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Fach fage that marks, with thoughtful gaze,
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The {ylvan fhade, intent on facred fong ;
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Shall all {0 thee thoie various praiies give,
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Which, through thy frier 1dly md, themi{elves receive :
'or tho’ thou mayft from glory’s feats retire,
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Yet doth thy modeft wifdom ftill infpire
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the GREEK of CEBEs the THERAN,
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