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148 VERSES TO OUR OWN

Now many a “ thing that pretty 1s” delays
The wanderer’s steps beneath the sun’s soft rays,
Gay daffodils, bent o’er the watery gleam,
Doubling their flickered image in the stream ;
The woody nook where bells of brighter blue
Have clothed the ground in heaven’s etherial hue;
The lane’s high sloping bank, where pale primrose
With hundreds of its gentle kindred blows;

And speckled daisies that on uplands bare
Their round eyes opening, scatter gladness there.
Man looks on nature with a grateful smile,

And thinks of Nature’s bounteous Lord the while.

Now urchins range the brake in joyous bands,
With new-called nosegays in their dimpled hands.
The cottage maid her household task-work cheats
In mead or glen to pick the choicest sweets,
With skilful care preserved for Sunday morn,
Her bosom’s simple kerchief to adorn.

And even the beldame, as with sober tread,

She takes her sunning in the grassy mead,
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