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The sullen watch did lean upon their arms,

With (1uic1\'enod breath half-check’d and listening_z

ear,
In expectation of some unknown thing.

Each smothered in his breast his untold fears,

And wished within himself the hours might speed.

But that the night with tenfold horror came,

To close the frightful day.

No cheerful converse graced the evening board,
Slow went the goblet round, each face was grave ;
And ere the first dark watch fulfilled its term,

All were retired to rest in Tora’s Halls.

Sleep came, and closed full many a weary eye,
But not that gentle kindly visitor,
That oft-times bringeth to the poor man’s cot,
More wealth than e’er enjoyed his haughty lord ;
Or to the couch of the dejected lover
Brings true love-knots, and kind remembrances,
And cheering glances, making him by night
The favoured man he fain would be by day ;
Nor yet that haggard tyrant of the night,
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106 POEMS.

Long had his warlike father ruled the land,
Whose vengeful bloody sword no scabbard knew.
Wild was his fury in the field of battle,

And dreadful was his wrath to nations round,
But kind and glowing yearned his manly heart,
To the brave hardy sons of his blue hills.

He owned a friend and brother of the field,

In each broad-chested brawny warrior,

Who followed to the fight his daring steps.

One deed of fame, done by a son of Curdmore,

He prized more than the wealth of peaceful realms,

And dealt them death and ruin in his love.
Unshaped and rude the state, and knew no law,
Save that plain sense which nature gives to all,
Of right and wreng within the monarch’s breast :
And when no storm of passion shook his soul,

It was a court of mildest equity.

One distant nation only in the field,
Could meet his boasted arms with equal strength.
Impetuous, rushing from their mountains rude,

Oft had they striven like two adverse winds,
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3 g . 1o fel
5 V) Where the proud warrior, as debased by toil, He
3 it . Aad |
B Throws down unwillingly his boasted weapons, An
E : : i : ; 1¢
Lael ['o mar the mossy earth with his rude tillage, A th
2
e i : v : Thro
{ Bedding his dwarfish grain in tracks less deep, Ih

Than he would plough the bosom of a foe;

s A people rude but generous now looked up, As Wh

$%2 With wistful and expecting eyes, to Allener, Show

The son of their beloved, their only hope. Forete

: The general burthen, though but new to care, When,

Was laid on him. His heart within him whispered Struck

I That he was left in rough and perilous times, It rose

:, Like elder brother of a needy race, As, se:

; To watch and care for all, and it was thoughtful ; By par

j - Sombre and thoughtful as unjoyous age. The tc

E\; M But never had he felt his mind so dark, Deligl
’_'- : As in this heavy and mysterious hour.

A‘f
l&w! | Sou
With drooping head and arms crossed o'er his

breast, Thick

His spirit all collected in itself, As toy

As it had ceased to animate the body, While

He sat, when like pent air from a dank cave, A mie
D
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